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DPW Minister delivers a keynote address during the unveiling of the ECSA Strategy and Annual 
Performance Plan (APP) 
 
On Thursday 22 October 2015, Honorable Minister of Public Works, Mr Thulas Nxesi joined ECSA 
management, staff and some members of the Executive Committee (EXCO) of the Council during the 
unveiling of the new strategy  for the years 2015 – 2020.  In his address he mentioned that the 
current ongoing university strikes against University fee increase is a societal class issue which is a 
relevant concern to the built environment professional councils and the entire society. He 
challenged ECSA to think about the matter, Minister Nxesi echoed this statement during his keynote 
address at ECSA’s unveiling of their five year strategic and annual performance plan at Stellenbosch, 
Cape Town. 
 
The Minister further urged that all the six built environment councils should have a consolidated 
approach on the National Development Plan (NDP). The South African built environment institutions 
should advocate for continental collaborative efforts to advance the Southern African Region and 
the African continent as a growing economy.  He added that the right to practice should be 
privileged to those who have demonstrated competence but qualified that the ECSA registration 
system should not be unfair and restrictive; it should be based on a proper review of competence 
regardless of the origin of the applicants. The process should not favor international applicants and 
compromise fellow Africans.  In the wake of the recent Grayston bridge collapse Minister Nxesi 
added that “there must be a consolidated system of investigating such infrastructure incidents with 
other stakeholders such as department of Roads and Transport. 
 
Engineer Martin Manuhwa Vice Chairperson of the World Federation of Engineering Organizations 
(WFEO) and Chairperson of the Engineering Council of Zimbabwe indicated that because ECSA 
already has the infrastructure developmental benefits, and is part of the international engineering 
accords, South Africa should then play a more active and supportive role to other developing 
countries within the African continent using the Regional and Continental supported structures 
namely the Southern African Federation of Engineering Organization(SAFEO)s, and the Federation of 
African Engineering Organisations (FAEO).  “This would then help Africa to have competent, licensed 
professional engineers who would work on our own infrastructure development. Africa has the 
youngest population and has potential for the best infrastructure development for the next 100 
years”, he added.  
 
ECSA CEO Sipho Madonsela highlighted some of the most essential points for the DPW Minister to 
review such as: Engineering Profession Act 46, 2000 to ensure that the public as ECSA’s main clients 
are protected through regulated engineering work; that ECSA’s conformity to the PFMA be reviewed 
as ECSA does not receive funding from government but generates its own revenue; that ECSA should 
be granted direct reporting to the department of Public Works. 
 
Going forward the Minister was open to the review of the legislation regulating the engineering 
profession by all affected parties and proposed further engagements between   government , the 
profession and industry to agree on the process to be followed for a workable legislative and 
operational synergies.   
 
 


