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MEDIA STATEMENT

ECSA and the Engineering Institution of Zambia strengthen cooperation to advance engineering standards and mobility across Africa

30 January 2026

The Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA) and the Engineering Institution of Zambia (EIZ) convened a two day bilateral engagement from Wednesday, 28 to Thursday, 29 January 2026, focused on strengthening cooperation in engineering regulation and professional development. The engagement forms part of ongoing efforts to align Zambia’s engineering standards with internationally recognised best practices, supporting EIZ’s preparation to submit its application for provisional or full signatory status of the International Engineering Alliance (IEA) under the Washington Accord. The application will be presented at the IEA Meetings in Cape Town from 7 to 12 June 2026.

Collaboration between ECSA and EIZ began in 2019, with ECSA providing mentorship support to EIZ in strengthening its accreditation systems in line with the IEA quality assurance requirements, through the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the two institutions. While progress was disrupted during the COVID-19 pandemic between 2020 and 2022, momentum has since been regained.

Commenting on the progress, Eng. Kennedy Musonda, FEIZ, Vice President: Policy, Public Relations and National Development at EIZ, noted that Zambia now has 12 universities offering engineering programmes accredited by EIZ as part of a pilot phase, marking a significant milestone in the country’s accreditation journey. This follows ECSA’s previous mentorship of the Institute of Engineers (Mauritius) in a similar process.

The meeting underscored the importance of collaboration between African engineering institutions in strengthening professionalism, credibility and engineering outcomes that support sustainable development. It also reflects ECSA’s continued commitment to contributing to the growth of a robust and credible engineering profession across the continent, grounded in public safety, consistent standards and capable institutions.

As the regulator of the engineering profession in South Africa, ECSA remains focused on safeguarding the public. At the same time, it continues to play an enabling role by supporting initiatives that strengthen professional standards, build institutional capability and promote the recognition of engineering qualifications and competence across borders.

The bilateral programme focused on cooperation and technical alignment in key areas central to professional credibility and public trust in engineering, including:

· Continuing Professional Development (CPD)
· Professional Registration
· Accreditation and Post-Accreditation Systems

“This bilateral engagement with the Engineering Institution of Zambia reflects ECSA’s commitment to strengthening engineering regulation across the continent in a way that supports public safety, professional credibility and mobility. As an effective regulator, assuring public safety, we are also intentional about enabling our peers through knowledge exchange, mentorship and practical collaboration that advances internationally recognised standards for the benefit of the engineering fraternity and the communities we serve,” said Ms Niniza Mtshali, Executive: Acting Regulatory Services & International Relations at ECSA.

To support this work, Prof. K. Nyembwe, ECSA Lead Mentor and a recognised expert in accreditation, has been appointed to guide the EIZ as it advances its accreditation and international recognition journey. Prof. Nyembwe indicated that the preparatory work is as good as done, with the next milestone being EIZ’s formal defence of its application at the IEA meetings in Cape Town, after submission. The outcome will determine whether Zambia becomes the second African country mentored by ECSA to achieve provisional or full recognition under the Washington Accord.

-ENDS-

Issued by The Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA) 

Media Enquiries: 

Ms Sybil Dlamini - sybil@ecsa.co.za and/or 073 623 8275

About ECSA: 

The Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA) is the statutory body established in terms of the Engineering Profession Act, 2000 (Act No. 46 of 2000). It is mandated to regulate the engineering profession in South Africa by setting and maintaining internationally benchmarked standards of education, training, and professional practice. 

ECSA is responsible for the registration of engineering professionals, accreditation of engineering programmes, prescription and enforcement of a Code of Conduct, and the disciplining of unprofessional conduct. Through these functions, ECSA safeguards the public, enhances the integrity of the profession, and contributes to the development of competent and ethical engineering practitioners who are vital to the country’s infrastructure and socioeconomic development. 

For more information, visit our website: www.ecsa.co.za 

Follow us on our social media platforms:
 
LinkedIn: Engineering Council of South Africa 
Facebook: Engineering Council of South Africa 
ECSA X: @ECSAOfficial 
Instagram: ecsa.official
YouTube: Engineering Council of South Africa





	
	
	



	
	
	



image1.jpg
ENGINEERING COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA

It Floor Waterview Corner 2 Ernest Oppenheimer Ave Bruma
Private Bag X691 Bruma Johannnesburg South Africa 2026

WWW.ecsa.co.za
Tel: +27 |1 607 9500 | Fax: +27 || 622 9295 | E-mail: engineer@ecsa.co.za





image2.png
+27 11 607 9500
+27 86 122 5555

' Engineer@ecsa.co.za @

WWW.ecsa.co.za @
E C S / \ 1st Floor, Waterview, 2 Ermnest Oppenheimer Ave Bruma

Private Bag X691 Bruma Johannesburg South Africa 2026

ENGINEERING COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA

*Mr TC Madikane ***Dr PC Msomi Mr P Sekhoto Mr ML Meder Mr T Selebogo Ms PF Sibiya Ms P Mazibuko Ms SN Shozi
**Ms M Maidi ***Ms KC Maelane Mr DL Cawdry Ms S Sulliman Prof D Lokhat Mr J George Mr Havenga Dr S Kabane
***Mr E Oswald Dr VT Hashe Ms ST Sishi Prof K Ramdass Ms S Mona Ms SP Moketla Mr MV Lupuwana Ms K Majola
***Prof E Kearsley Prof PM Mashinini Dr M Heyns Mr L Monyatsi Mr B Maluleka Ms NS Gumede Dr ME Makgae Ms N Koranteng
***Ms VP Nene Ms SN Chamane Dr N Gareeb Ms ML Damane Mr SJ Xawuka Mr S Palackal Mr GS Gcaba Ms VN Ndlovu
***Mr BJ Motladiile Mr IS McKechnie Mr S Mbadamana Mr SC Khoza Ms V Mudau Mr MP Khathide Dr PT Govender Mr. S Pillay

*President | **Vice President | ** Chairpersons





