
Foreign Qualifications 
 



 

1. Do I have to firstly undergo the SAQA 

qualification evaluation process before I 

apply at ECSA?  

  

 

No. The SAQA evaluation is based on the duration of the qualification and not on the 

content of the courses. ECSA evaluates the content and the level of the qualification. 

 

2. Does ECSA use different competency 

standards to consider international 

applicants? 

  

 

The competency standards used for assessing foreigners are the same as those 

used for South Africans.  

 

3. What is the turnaround time for evaluation 

of foreign qualifications? 

 

The duration depends upon the quality of the information provided by the applicant. 

Once all the acceptable information is provided the assessment should not take 

much longer than 3-5 months. A desktop evaluation, an interview and Committee 

approval has to be undertaken. 

  

 

4. Why is ECSA sending different messages 

with regards to similar foreign qualifications 

evaluations? 

 

When evaluating foreign qualifications, it is quite normal to have different evaluations 

for qualifications which appear similar, as the assessment committee evaluates, 

class of pass, combination of subjects passed, pass-mark, percentage obtained as 

well as project level and level of involvement of each member of the project team, all 

of which are different for each student.  ECSA will normally advise an applicant of the 

shortcomings of the foreign qualification. 

  



 

5. If I have obtained what is considered to 

ECSA as a substandard international base 

qualification, but have gone on to do masters 

or PhD and higher studies in a South African 

university and am working as an engineer, 

will ECSA consider my application?  

 

The title of a qualification is no indication of the level or content in a qualification. 

ECSA has a process (E-17-P) to evaluate a qualification against the SA 

BEng/BScEng degree which is benchmarked internationally. The SA undergraduate 

engineering degree has fundamentals of Mathematics, Natural Sciences, 

Engineering Sciences and Specialist Engineering Sciences in the curriculum and 

requires students to meet 11 Exit Level Outcomes acceptable to the International 

Engineering Alliance. Many overseas engineering qualifications do not meet these 

criteria. Post Grad qualifications are generally an extension of one of the specialist 

fields of an undergraduate degree. They do not necessarily make up for the shortage 

of fundamentals in a specific under grad degree but will be taken into consideration 

in the evaluation process. Research degrees (MSc and PhD), for example, do not 

necessarily meet the requirement of "Solving Complex Engineering Problems" and 

thus do not top up a shortage in an undergrad degree. Applicants with qualifications 

which are not substantially equivalent to the ECSA requirement need to have their 

qualifications assessed and get advice from ECSA as to what is required. 

 

  


